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ThomasHopkins,Director
ArchitecturalAccessBoard
OneAshburtonPlace,Room 1310
Boston,Massachusetts02108 July 30, 2010

DearThomasandtheAAB,

We cannotsupporttheApplicationfor Varianceconcerning535-537Massachusetts
Avenue,Acton.

At present,theSupportingStatementdoesnotprovideenoughinformationto supportthe
contentionthatthe$137,222.00costofan elevatoris truly extreme.In orderto determine
thereasonablenessofsaidexpense,thetownwouldneedthefollowing additional
information:

a) thetotalprojectedcostof the537 MassachusettsAvenueproject
b) thetotal projectedcostoftheentireWAVE project
c) theprospectthatadditionalelevatorsmightberequiredin the remainingphasesof

theproject

Theaboveneedsto be investigatedbecauseabsentanelevatorbeinginstalledto provide
accessto all fourfloorsof537 MassachusettsAvenue,individualswith disabilities
would:

a) beexcludedfrom beingemployedb1 2~’and
3

rd floor tenants
b) beexcludedfrom beinga 2~’and3~floor tenant
c) encounterunreasonablehardshiptransferringbetweenthestreetlevelandparking

level floorsby havingto go outsideandcircle aroundthebuildingwhich is
particularlyburdencesomeforpersonswith disabilities,especiallyin inclement
weather.

Installingtheelevatoralsowould alleviateourconcernsabouttheparallelon Street
parkingspaceproposedin front ofthebuilding. Saidparkingspaceasproposeddoesnot
meettherequirementsofsomepersonswith limited mobility, suchindividualsusinga
wheelchairvan. Installinganelevatoralleviatesthis impedimentby allowingwheelchair
vansto park in the backparkinglot wheretheelevatorwouldprovideassessto all four
floors.

As aresultofthe limitationswhich areinherentin theplanoutlinedin the Supporting
Statement,theadditionalinformationoutlinedin paragraphoneis necessary.

Respectfullysubmitted,
BrendaViola, Secretary,Acton CommissiononDisability


